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Title of meeting: 
 

Culture Leisure and Sport Decision Meeting 

Date of meeting: 
 

15 July 2016 

Subject: 
 

Portsmouth Summer Show & Mutiny Festival 

Report by: 
 

Director of Culture and City Development  

Wards affected: 
 

Cosham & Hilsea 

Key decision: 
 

No 

Full Council decision: No 
 

 
1. Purpose of report 
 
1.1 The purpose of the report is to provide the Cabinet Member with an initial 
 evaluation on the delivery of the Portsmouth Summer Show and the Mutiny 
 Festival which took place at King George V Playing Field in May 2016 and to 
 seek authority to undertake negotiations with the event providers for a further 
 five year contract for each event. 
 
2. Recommendations 
 
2.1 That the update report on the operation and delivery of both the 

Portsmouth Summer Show and the Mutiny Festival be noted and that the 
professional approach, delivery and responsiveness around all aspects of 
the event by the event organisers be noted. 

 
2.2 That officers be authorised to negotiate with the organisers of the two 

events to implement findings from the review process for both their events 
to support the delivery of improved events in the future. 

 
2.3 That officers be authorised to work with the event organisers of both the 

Portsmouth Summer Show and the Mutiny Festival to support the delivery 
of an annual event for both events from 2017 - 2020 with the ability to 
extend this on the same contract for a further 2 years (2021 - 2022).  

 
3. Background 
 
3.1  In June 2015 an initial one day large event in the form of a Portsmouth Summer 

 Show was held as a pilot event on the site at King George V Playing field in 
 Cosham.  The aim of this pilot project was to assess the suitability of the site for 
 events of this nature and to ensure that they could be delivered safely within the 
 context of that specific environment.   
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  We needed to monitor the site usage with special reference to some of the 
 previous difficulties and issues which had been experienced in relation to the 
 provision of the Bonfire celebrations. 

 
3.2  Members authorised the delivery of the pilot Portsmouth Summer Show in June 

 2015 which was successfully delivered.  The feedback from the event was 
 considered at a Portsmouth Event Safety Action Group meeting (PESAG) and it 
 was concluded that large scale events could be successful delivered on the site 
 with careful consideration of all elements. A number of areas of learning were 
 subsequently considered for a further extension of events on the site in early 
 2016. 

 
3.3  As part of a consideration of the geographical spread of events and activities 

 and to ensure that there is a quality offer for residents and young people 
 especially in the north of the city the Portsmouth Summer Show event organiser 
 was asked to consider delivery of a further event for 2016.  The Council were 
 also approached by the organisers of the Mutiny Festival which had taken place 
 in Fontwell in 2015 to explore options for them to bring their event back to 
 Portsmouth. 

 
3.4  Consideration of plans for both events were presented to different PESAG 

 meetings at the end of 2015 and early 2016 and permission was given for both 
 proposed 2 day events to take place on the playing field site with due 
 consideration for the proximity of residents and how the event has an impact on 
 the local surroundings. 

 
3.5 As with all contracts for larger events officers can confirm that the contracts for 

both events, were constructed to ensure that there was a direct financial benefit 
back into the local community as part of the payment structure  Through these 
projects in 2016 funding has been achieved to support a Heritage project which 
will be taking place in Paulsgrove.  It is anticipated that any further contracts 
would have a similar direct community benefit. 

 
3.6  A significant level of work went into the preparation and planning for the use of 

 the site by both event organisers including liaison with a wide number of council 
 services and external agencies e.g. Police, Fire and Ambulance services. 

 
3.7  Both event organisers invested considerable time and resource into ensuring 

 that the communications about the event were as effective as possible with 
 newsletters to residents and business in the near vicinity and also, in the case of 
 the Mutiny Festival, a briefing meeting for ward members. 

 
3.8  Additionally both event organisers had specific meetings with Environmental 

 Health officers to consider the noise and how this would affect the closest 
 residents.  A number of specific adjustments were requested of the organisers 
 following discussion on the 'sound profiling maps' which were implemented by 
 both parties.  They were also required to have a manned phone line and 
 response team in place to deal immediately with any issues of noise which were 
 reported to the event over the weekends. 
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3.9  Regrettably neither event was blessed with beautiful weather and unusually for 

 May both events experienced unseasonably strong northerly winds when we 
 had anticipated that the events would experience the prevailing south westerly 
 winds.  This resulted in a number of noise complaints from an unexpected south 
 westerly direction from the event site down into Hilsea and North End especially 
 for the Mutiny Festival where the nature of the music had a much heavier bass 
 beat which travelled a considerable distance.   

 
3.10  Officers were present throughout the event and can confirm that all conditions of 

 the event agreement and licences were fully applied including the cessation of 
 any music at 11pm for both events. 

 
3.11  The sites were de-rigged in accordance with the event schedules and returned 

 to the management of the Parks service following a site inspection.  Some areas 
 of land have subsequently required remedial works especially where the heavy 
 fairground rides were located and these have been agreed with the event 
 organisers who are responsible for the payment of these works. 

 
3.12  Officers are currently working with the event organisers in order to fully capture 

 the learning and evaluation of the 2016 events and to ensure that there is 
 effective consideration for supporting any events going forward: 

 
  These include: 
 

 Review of the road closures including the requirement to close the public car 
park adjacent to the Pavilion site  

 Review of the road closures to support the site egress with special 
consideration of Western Parade 

 Review of the different one-way systems operated by the event organisers to 
see if there were advantages or disadvantages of either 

 Evaluation of the noise complaints to assess their direction and further 
consideration with event organisers and Environmental Health for the site 
layouts to minimise disruption to residents 

 Support of wider communications to residents to include the Hilsea and top 
of North End areas 

 Consideration of the dates of any large scale events so they are no closer 
than 6 weeks apart  

 
4. Reasons for recommendations 
 
4.1 Events are crucial to the successful fabric of the city in delivering and developing 

a range of economic and socio-economic benefits.  We know that they attract 
visitors to both the city and region and positively influence perception of place 
through the experience they deliver.  We know that they add significant value to 
local communities through additional local spend as well as supporting small 
local business who are engaged in the event delivery. 
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5. Equality impact assessment 
 
5.1  An equality impact assessment is not required as the recommendations do not 

have a negative impact on any of the protected characteristics as described in 
the Equality Act 2010. 

 
6. Legal implications 
 
6.1 There are no legal implications arising from the recommendations. However 

ensuring due process is followed in relation to selecting event providers and 
ensuring adequate environmental protection measures are in place for the 
events being held should minimise any potential complaints or claims arising.  

 
7. Director of Finance's comments 
 
7.1  The recommendations contained in this report will be funded from within existing 

budgets. 
 
7.2 As a result of staging these large events there is substantial income generated 

for both PCC and other businesses in the city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by:  
Stephen Baily 
Director of Culture and City Development  
 
 
Appendices: None 
 
Background list of documents: Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
The following documents disclose facts or matters, which have been relied upon to a 
material extent by the author in preparing this report: 
 

Title of document Location 

None   
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The recommendation(s) set out above were approved/ approved as amended/ deferred/ 
rejected by ……………………………… on ……………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by:  
Councillor Linda Symes 
Director of Culture and City Development 


